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in the seventeenth century understood. It seemed to him
then as it has seemed to many since possible to make
room within the national Church for wide differences of
dogmatic opinion, or in other words, for the free rights of
the Christian reason incessantly pursuing its inquest after
truth and moulding the national consciousness to higher
conceptions of religious thought and duty. The frame of
the Church of England was admirably suited for such a
purpose as linking together in its Catholic order the Christian
ages and being in itself both apostolic and rational. He
would have reformed and purified it as the flexible and
appropriate vehicle of the nation's religious progress." This
was the conservative side of his thought, where he separated
entirely from the "root and branch " men, on the principle
succinctly expressed by him that " where it is not necessary
to change, it is necessary not to change ".

It is difficult to withstand the temptation of lingering
over the literary work of Falkland and his friends, for it is
associated with the period of his life which was one of un-
clouded happiness. A rapid change was soon to pass over
the scene. Already the clouds were coming up on the
horizon, already the peaceful days at Great Tew were
numbered. The Convivimn was soon to be broken up by
the rude shock of war ; the theories of the philosopher were
soon to be put to the test in the hard school of political ex-
perience. Falkland shrank from no responsibility, intel-
lectual, military or political. At the call of duty he gave
up promptly, though with heavy heart, the life of learned
leisure so dear to himself, so profitable to his friends, and he
bade good-bye to his peaceful home, and to the studies he
had pursued with such lofty purpose and such untiring zeal.
Reluctantly we turn our backs upon the " violets and limes "
of Tew, and plunge into the political vortex in which Falk-
land was henceforth to be involved.s of the argument, Falkland's Life, pp. 55, 56.          2 Op. cit., sup. be toountry and a scientific
